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and half amused, with a vague perception of
Shelley's genius, and a certain instinctive defer-
ence of which he could not divest himself towards
the heir to ^"6000 a year, Godwin continued the
correspondence with a frequency and an unreserve
most flattering to the younger man.

Not long after this, the disciple announced that
he had gone off, with his wife and her sister, to
Ireland, for the avowed purpose of forwarding the
Catholic Emancipation and the Repeal of the
Union. His scheme was uthe organisation of a
society whose institution shall serve as a bond to
its members for the purposes of virtue, happiness,
liberty, and wisdom, by the means of intellectual
opposition to grievances." He published and
distributed an "Address to the Irish People,"
setting before them their grievances, their rights,
and their duties.

This object Godwin regarded as an utter
mistake, its practical furtherance as extremely
perilous. Dreading the contagion of excitement,
its tendency to prevent sober judgment and pro-
mote precipitate action, he condemned associations
of men for any public purpose whatever. His
calm temperament would fain have dissevered
impulse and action altogether as cause and effect,
and he had a shrinking, constitutional as well
as philosophic, from any tendency to " strike
while the iron is hot"